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title, Communication with the Spirit-
World: Its Laws and Its Purpose.” (Page
15, 1 2, 3) In keeping with his Roman
Catholic extraction Greber's translation is
bound with a gold-leaf cross on its stiff
front cover. In the Foreword of his afore-
mentioned book ex-priest Greber says:
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which ex-priest Greber believes heiped him

“The most significant spiritualistic book

is the Bible.” Under this impression Greber

endeavors to make his New Testament

translation read very spiritualistic.

11 Spiritualism claims that there are
good spirits and bad spirits and that it does
not want to have anything to do with the
bad spirits but tries to communicate only
with the good spirits. At 1 John 4:1-3 the
Bible says: “Beloved, believe not every
spirit, but try the spirits whether they are
of God: because many false prophets are
gone out into the world. Hereby know ye
the Spirit of God: Every spirit that con-
fesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the
flesh is of God. And every spirit that con-
fesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the
flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit
of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that
it should come; and even now already Is it
in the world.” Greber’s translation of these
verses reads: “My dear friends, do not be-
lieve every spirit, but test the spirits to
learn whether they come from God. For
many false spirits have emerged from the
abyss and gone out into the world, and are
speaking through human mediums, This is
how you can find out whether a spirit
comes from God: every spirit who con-
fesses that Jesus Christ appeared on earth
as a man, comes from God. While every
spirit who seeks to destroy belief in Jesus
as our Lord incarnated does not come from
God, but is sent by the adversary of Christ.
You have been told that such spirits would
come, and they are already appearing in
the world.” Very plainly the spirits in
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in his translation.

“TRY THE SI'IRITS"

* However, when the apostle John says,
“Try the spirits,” or, “Test the spirits,” he
does not mean for us to dabble in spiritual-
ism and get in touch with the spirits by
means of spirit mediums, ouija boards
or planchettes or other spiritistic para-
phernalia and try out which is a good spirit
and which is a bad one. By “spirits’’ here
John is referring, not to invisible spirit
creatures, but to the purpose, the intent or
the motivation of the prophesying or public
declaration made by men respecting God
and Christ. Hence 4An American Transla-
tion reads: “Do not believe every inspired
utterance, but test the utterances to see
whether they come from God, for many
false prophets have come out into the
world.” And the New World Translation
reads: “Do not believe every inspired ex-
pression, but test the inspired expressions
to see whether they originate with God.” To
test these inspired utterances or inspired
expressions of the prophets or mouthpieces
of various religions to see whether they
are inspired by God's spirit or not, we do
not have to go to spiritualist séances or
mediums. Long ago Jehovah God inspired
his prophet Isaiah to say: “Bind up the
testimony, seal the teaching among my dis-
ciples. And when they say to you, ‘Consult
the mediums and the wizards who chirp
and mutter,” should not a people consult
their God? Should they consult the dead
on behalf of the living? To the teaching
and to the testimony! Surely for this word
which they speak there is no dawn. They
will . . . be thrust into thick darkness.”
(Isa, 8:16, 19-22, RS) Obediently those
who seek true, reliable information con-
cerning the human dead and future events
go to Jehovah's teaching and testimony as
found in the Bible.



