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Give me that Old Time religion: 1975

References available on request.

It has been said that even a broken clock is right twice a day. If only the Watchtower could be as 

accurate. Currently they are batting 0%. In 1966, it was determined that 1975 would mark the 

end of 6,000 years of man's existence. Armageddon would occur ushering in the Millennial 

reign.  Having learned little from any of their previous predictions, the Watchtower hyped the 

coming of the end.  From 1966 until 1975, there was excitement in the Watchtower Society. It 

was believed that the chronology of the end had finally been done correctly.  In 1974, the 

Witnesses were encouraged to sell their homes and spend the remaining months in full time 

service to Jehovah.  Couples were encouraged to remain childless.  As the time grew short, 

people were encouraged to give themselves to full time ministry. Many listened to the 

Watchtower, and marriage and child bearing were put off by some if not many. Education 

seemed pointless.  The end was just around the corner. The Watchtower Society made many 

comments about the coming end, but for the most part avoided making clear pronouncements. 

However, there was little ambiguity about what they meant, and the members believed 

wholeheartedly that the end was coming. Membership grew rapidly between 1966 and 1975 as 

people heard the message and joined the Jehovah’s Witnesses to prepare for the end. However, 

when 1975 came and went without any sign of the end, there was considerable disappointment. 

Many left the Watchtower Society in the following year. The Society did not formally comment 

on the missed prophecy for four years.  They initially blamed the individual Witnesses for being 

overly excited by the comments from headquarters.  It was not until 1980 that the Society finally 

admitted responsibility for the erroneous prophecy.  
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