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"...convince us of our errors.of doctrine, if we
have any, by reason, by logical arguments, or by
the word of God, and we will belever; grateful for

the information, and you will'ever have the
pleasing reflection that you have been
instruments in the hands of God of redeeming
your fellow beings from the darkness which you
may see enveloping their'minds."




Mormon Apostle Orson Pratt
The Seer, Vol. 1, No. 1, Jan. 1853, pp. 15-16

Convince Us [ QOur Errors

The Prophet Joseph Smith:
Essential to Mormonism

"Every intelligent person under the
heavens that does not, when
informed, acknowledge that Joseph
Smith, Jun., is a Prophet of God, is in
darkness, and is opposed to us and to

Jesus and his kingdom on the earth."
[Journal of Discourses (Liverpool: George Q. Cannon,
1861), 8:223.]

Brigham Young
2nd President of the LDS Church




Convince Us [ QOur Errors

The Prophet Joseph Smith:
Essential to Mormonism

"Since the keys ot salvation were
restored to the Prophet [Joseph
Smith], it is in and through and
because of his latter-day mission
that the full redemptive power of
the Lord has again become

available to men." [Mormon Doctrine, 2nd
ed. (Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1979): s.v. "Joseph

Bruce Rs McConkie Smith the Prophet," 396:]

Quorum of the Twelve Apostles

Convince Us [ QOur Errors

The Prophet Joseph Smith:
Essential to Mormonism

—

"Mormonism as it is called, must stand or. . |
fall on the story of Joseph Smith. He was/ == |
either a prophet of God, divinely called,
properly appointed and commissioned, or
he was one of the biggest frauds this world
has ever seen. There is no middle ground. If
Joseph Smith was a deceiver who willfully:
attempted to mislead the people, then he
should be exposed; his claims should be Josébh Fielding Smi
i ] ph Fielding Smith
refuted, and his doctrines shown to be false, = 10" President of the LDS church




Convince Us [ QOur Errors

The Prophet Joseph Smith:
Essential to Mormonism

for the doctrines of an imposter cannot be. [
made to harmonize, in all particulars with '
divine truth. If his claims and declarations

were built on fraud and deceit, there would ' @

appear many errors and contradictions,

which would be easy to detect. The

doctrines of false teachers will not stand: the ”
test when tried by the accepted standards of

o ‘ " ek
measurement, the scr 1ptures.” [Doctrines of TR g Smith
Sl’{]f’[{fl()ll, 1: 188] 10t President of the LDS church

Convince Us [ QOur Errors

' ThejFirst Vision:
The Basis of
Joseph Smith

Being a Prophet

of God
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Convince Us [ QOur Errors

"The First Vision'ofi1820 is of
tirst importance in'the/history of
Joseph Smith. 'Upon its reality
rest the truth and value of his
subsequent WOTLK." (joseph Smith— Secker
after Truth, p. 19]

John A. Widtsoe

Quorum of Twelve Apostles

Convince Us [ QOur Errors

"With this vision came the call’of
that Prophet who, 'save Jesus
only,"' was destined to do more
'for the salvation of men in this
world, than any other man that
ever lived in it.' (D. & C. 135:3)"

[Mormon Doctrine, 285.] 1
Bruce R. McConkie

Quorum of the Twelve Apostles
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"Joseph Smith's first vision, in/1:820, wherein he
beheld God the Father and Jesus'@hrist, is one
of the most significant religious events in the
history of the world. This glorious vision
restored the fullness of the gospel to the earth
and established a new prophet to lead God's

children out of darkness." [Richard I Winwood, Take Heed that
Ye Be Not Deceived, (Salt Lake City: Richard I. Winwood, 1995), 40.]

Convince Us [ QOur Errors

"We declare without equivocation that
God the Father and His/Son, the Lord
Jesus Christ, appeared in person to the
boy Joseph Smith. When I'was
interviewed by Mike Wallace on the 60
Minutes program, he asked me if I
actually believed that.'I replied, ‘Yes, sir.
That's the miracle ofiit." That is the way I
Gordon B. Hinckley  feel about it. Our'whole strength rests on
! the validity of that vision. It either
occurred or it did not occur. If it did not, then this work is a
fraud. If it did, then it is the most important and wonderful
work under the heavens." (General Conference Oct. 2002)
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The Mormon
Arguments for
Joseph Smith Being
a Prophet of God:
The "Authenticity" Ar{;?}";ﬁ?é}ﬁ?;;"“t
of the
Book of Mormon

Convince Us [ QOur Errors

A.Mormons claim that Joseph:Smith'lacked
the education and access to'information to
be able to fabricate a work of the caliber of
the Book of Mormon.

1. They challenge anyone to duplicate the work
Joseph Smith, Jr. did in writing the Book of
Mormon in order to demonstrate that no one
who lacks the education and access to
information like he did would be able to
fabricate a work of the caliber of the Book of
Mormon.
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A.Mormons claim that JosephiSmith lacked
the education and access to' information to
be able to fabricate a work: of the caliber of
the Book of Mormon.

2. But Joseph Smith, Jr. produced the Book of
Mormon.

3. Therefore, the Book of Mormon was not
fabricated.

Convince Us [ QOur Errors

A.Mormons claim that Joseph:Smith'lacked
the education and access to'information to
be able to fabricate a work of the caliber of
the Book of Mormon.

. Thus, Joseph Smith, Jr. must'have done his
work by the power of God.

. Anyone who does such work by the power of
God is a prophet.of God

. Thus, Joseph Smith, Jr. is a prophet of God.
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B. Mormons argue that the Book ofiMormon was
predicted by the Bible.

1. The one through whom God brought the

Book of Mormon to light must be a prophet
of God.

. Since this one is Joseph Smith, Jr., then he
is a prophet of God.

Convince Us [ QOur Errors

C. Mormons argue that no evidence,'such as
archeological or historical,fexists against
the Book of Mormon. Thus;no evidence
against Joseph Smith beingia prophet of
God based on an argumentiagainst the Book
of Mormon is sound.
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D.The most important “"argumentthat
Mormons offer to prove that Joseph Smith,
Jr. is a prophet of God is.a'subjective test.

1. No matter what objective evidence is brought
against the authenticity of the Book of Mormon
addressed in the above arguments, this
subjective test always overrides it.

2. Thus, ultimately, Mormons feel no obligation to
try to answer the evidence against Joseph
Smith, Jr., the Book of Mormon and their other
scriptures, and Mormonism.

Convince Us [ QOur Errors

The SubjectiverTest

1. One is to read the Book of Mormon,and pray and
ask God to show him if the Book of Mormon is
true and is from God. (Moroeni' 10:4; James 1:5)

. God will show the one praying that the Book of
Mormon is true by an "inner ' testimony: or
feeling. (Galatians 5:22-23)
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The SubjectiverTest

3. Once one "knows" that the'Book of Mormon is
true and is from God, then one can conclude
that Joseph Smith, who wasigiven the Book of
Mormon and translated'it, isfal prophet of God.

. Once one accepts Joseph Smith as'a prophet of
God, then the other writings of Joseph Smith,
viz., his "revelations" contained in the Doctrines
and Covenants and his translation of 'the Pearl of
Great Price can also be known to be true and
from God.

Convince Us [ QOur Errors

Problems with
Joseph Smith,
Junior's Story of
His First Vision

11
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A.Joseph Smith, Jr. supposedlyshadhis vision in
1820, yet a history of the church written in
1834 mentioned nothing about the visions.

B. The vision was not reporteduntil 1840 (by
Orson Pratt) and was not published by Joseph
Smith, Jr. until 1842, 22 years later.

C. Joseph Smith, Jr. claimed in a revelation in
1832 when he supposedly received the
priesthood, that no one could see God
without it [D & C 84:21-22], yet he supposedly
saw God back in 1820.

Convince Us [ QOur Errors

D. An account of the vision (presumably the
earliest) is dated 1833.

1. It was either dictated by Joseph Smith, Jr. to
Frederick G. Williams;, scribe to the Prophet
and counselor in the First Presidency, or written
by Joseph Smith, Jr. himself

. It was denied to exist by the/church officials
until it was published in a Master's Thesis at
BYU by Paul R. Cheesman in 1965.

12
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D. An account of the vision (presumably the
earliest) is dated 1833.

3. This version is now admitted to be authentic by
such Mormon scholars'as James B. Allen,
Associate Professor of History at BYU in
Dialogue: A Journal of Mormon Thought, Autumn
1966 pp. 30-34.

Convince Us [ QOur Errors

D. An account of the vision (presumably the
earliest) is dated 1833.

4. The reason it was suppressed,is evidently
because it contains significant differences from
the "official" version.

a. The 1833 version does not mention the Father
appearing to Joseph Smith, Jr. as does the "official"
version.

13
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D. An account of the vision (presumably the
earliest) is dated 1833.

4. The reason it was suppressed.is evidently
because it contains significant differences from
the "official" version.

b. The 1833 version says that Joseph Smith, Jr. called
upon the Lord and had the vision in the 16th year of
age, but the "official" version has the vision
happening in thesspring of 1820. Since Joseph Smith,
Jr. was born in December of 1805, he would only be
in his 15th year of life in the spring of 1820.

Convince Us [ QOur Errors

D. An account of the vision (presumably the
earliest) is dated 1833.

4. The reason it was suppressed.is evidently
because it contains significant differences from
the "official" version.

c. The 1833 version mentions nothing about religious
revivals going on, yet the "official" version says a
great deal about them.

. In the 1833 version Joseph Smithj Jr. says that, before
the visitation, he knew that all the churches were
wrong, yet in the "official" version Smith says he
went to the Lord to inquire as to which of the
churches was right.




Convince Us 7_‘ QOur Errors

E. Another early account, revealediin'the
autumn of 1966, is located in the back of Book
A-1 of the handwritten manuscript of the
History of the Church and dated around 1835.

1. In this version, the personage that appears to
Smith testifies that Jesus Christ isithe Son of
God.

. This implies that this personage itself is neither
the Father nor the Son.

. In fact, Smith claims that he was'visited by
many angels.

Convince Us [ QOur Errors

F. A published account of the 12 vision in the
Deseret News Saturday, May:29, 1852, does not
mention the Father and Son appearing to
Smith, but rather refers torangels visiting him.
The reference to angels was deleted in later
printings to make the reference be to the first
visitation rather that to the first visitation of
angels.

15
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G.Joseph Smith, Junior's description of these
visitations sounds more likefSatan who
transforms himself into antangel of light.

2 Corinthians 13-15 "For such are false apostles,
deceitful workers, transforming themselves into
apostles of Christ. And no wonder! For Satan
himself transforms himself into an angel of
light. Therefore it is no greatithing if his
ministers also transform themselves into
ministers of righteousness, whose end will be
according to their works."

Convince Us [ QOur Errors

G.Joseph Smith, Junior's description of these
visitations sounds more likefSatan who
transforms himself into antangel of light.

1 Timothy 4:1 "Now the Spirit.expressly says
that in latter times some will'depart from the
taith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and
doctrines of demons,"




Convince Us of Our Errors

More Problems for |
Joseph Smith, Jr.

Convince Us of Our Errors

A.David Whitmer, one of the threetwitnesses"
to the Book of Mormon testifiesiabout Joseph
Smith, Junior's apostasy.

17
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"Then let no man judge hastily:as to my
authority, lest he judge wrongly and continue
in error; but go to/God in/prayer and fasting,
and find out the truth, for the'Holy Ghost will
guide you intosall truth: If you believe my
testimony to the Book of Mormon; if you
believe that God spaketo us three witnesses
by his own voice, thenl tell you that in June,
1838, God spake to melagain by his own voice
from the heavens, and told me to 'separate
myself from among the Latter Day Saints, for
David Whitmer as they sought to do unto me, so should it be
Witness to the done unto them." Inithe spring of 1838, the
RoSeMormon heads of the church and many of the
members had gone deep into error and

- "
blindness. [David Whitmer, An Address to All Believers in Christ by A
Witness to the Divine Authe y.of The' Book of Mormon (Richmond )
author, 1887, reprinted by Pacific Publishing Company, Concord, CA, 1976), 27.]

Convince Us [ QOur Errors

"There is nothing in the New Testament part
of either the Bible or:Book of Mormon
concerning a one-man leader or. head to the
church. ... And we had no such'office [of
Prophet Seer and Reveélator] in the church in
these last days for the first eight months of its
existence, until Brother Joseph went into error
on April 6, 1830. ... [The revelations] were
changed to mean something entirely different
from the way they were first given and
printed in the Book of Commandments

David Whitmer ... [Whitmer, Address, 46 ]

Witness to the
Book of Mormon
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B. The Book of Abraham contained inilhe Pearl of
Great Price has been provenito be a fraud.

1. The Book of Abraham wasisupposedly written
on papyrus by Abraham about 4,000 years ago.

. Joseph Smith, Jr. supposedly translated the
papyrus, but the papyrus wasireportedly lost in
the great Chicago fire of 1871.

Convince Us [ QOur Errors

B. The Book of Abraham contained inilhe Pearl of
Great Price has been proven to be'a fraud.

3. Mormons reported that that the papyrus had
been rediscovered in 1967.

a. The Deseret News of November. 27, 1967 said:

"A collection of pa[p]yrus manuscripts, long
believed to have been destroyediin the Chicago fire
of 1871 was presented to the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints ... included in the papyri is a
manuscript identified as the original document from
which Joseph Smith had copied the drawing which
he called 'Facsimile No. 1' and published with the
Book of Abraham."

19



Convince Us [ QOur Errors

B. The Book of Abraham contained inilhe Pearl of
Great Price has been provenito be a fraud.
3. Mormons reported that that the papyrus had
been rediscovered in 1967.

b. Dr. Hugh Nibley of Brigham Young University
discusses the papyri in Brigham: Young University
Studies, Winter 1968, p. 171.

Convince Us [ QOur Errors

B. The Book of Abraham contained iniThe Pearl of
Great Price has been proven to be'a fraud.

4. Analyses by Egyptologiststhave proven that the
papyrus is a fragment from the Egyptian Book
of Breathings from the Egyptian Book of the
Dead. (Cf. E. A. Wallis Budge, The Book of the
Dead, An English Translation of the Chapters,
Hymns, Etc., Of the Theban Recension, With
Introduction, Notes, Etc. Vol 1' (London, 1901):
50-51.

20
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Testing of a
Prophet of God

Convince Us [ QOur Errors

A. All things must be tested.

1 Thes. 5:21-22 Test all things; hold fast what is
good. Abstain from every forim of evil.

B. The basis of tests is reason not feelings.

Isaiah 1:18 “Come now, and letius reason together,”
Says the LORD, "Though yoursins are likeiscarlet,

They shall be as white as snow; Though they are red

like crimson, They.shall be as wool.”

21
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C. The tests are theological.

1 John 4:1-3 Beloved, do not believe . every spirit, but
test the spirits, whether theylare of Godibecause
many false prophets have gone out into the world. By
this you know the Spirit of God: Every spirit that
confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of
God, and every spirit that doesinot confess that Jesus
Christ has come in the flesh is notiof God. And this
is the spirit of the-Antichrist, which you have heard
was coming, and is now already, in the world.

Convince Us [ QOur Errors

D. The standard for the tests is theteachings of
the Apostles and Prophets jice., the/Bible.

1. We know truth and errorby the word of the
Apostles. 1 John 4:5-6

They are of the world. Thereforelthey speak as of the
world, and the world hears them. We.are of God. He
who knows God hears us; he who'is not of God does
not hear us. By this we know: the spirit of truth and
the spirit of error.
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D. The standard for the tests is theteachings of

the Apostles and Prophets jice., the/Bible.

2. The Bible is inspired by God.
2 Tim. 3:16-17 All Scripture is given by inspiration
of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the
man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped
for every good work.

Convince Us [ QOur Errors

D. The standard for the tests is theteachings of
the Apostles and Prophets jice., the/Bible.

2. The Bible is inspired by God.

2 Peter 1:16-21 For we did not follow cunningly devised fables when we
made known to you the power and coming ofiour Lord Jesus Christ, but
were eyewitnesses of His majesty. For He received from God the Father
honor and glory when such a voice came to!Him from the Excellent Glory:
"This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” And we heard this
voice which came from heaven when we were with Himion the holy
mountain. And so we have the prophetic word confirmed, which you do
well to heed as a light that shines in a dark place, until the day dawns and
the morning star rises in your hearts; knowing this first, that no prophecy
of Scripture is of any private interpretation, for prophecy never came by
the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were'moved by the
Holy Spirit.
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D. The standard for the tests is theteachings of
the Apostles and Prophets jice., the/Bible.

3. The Bible has not been corrupted.

a. The science of textual criticism proves that
the Bible has been handed down to us intact.

b. There is every reason to believe that'God
would not allow His inspired word to be lost
or corrupted.

Convince Us [ QOur Errors

E. False Doctrine, especially aboutiGod,
indicates a false prophet.

1. Deut. 13:1-3 If there arises among you a prophet
or a dreamer of dreams, and:he gives you a sign
or a wonder, and the sign orithe wonder comes to
pass, of which he spoke.to you, saying, ‘Let us go
after other gods’; which you have not known;
‘and let us serve them, you shall not listen to the
words of that prophet or that dreamer of dreams,
for the LORD your God is testing you to know
whether you love the LORD. your God with all
your heart and with all your soul.
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E. False Doctrine, especially aboutiGod,
indicates a false prophet.

2. 2 Peter 2:1-2 But there were_also false prophets
among the people, even_as there will be false
teachers among you, who will secretly bring in
destructive heresies, even denying the Lord who
bought them, and bring on themselves swift
destruction. And many will follow their
destructive ways, because of whom the way of
truth will be blasphemed.

Convince Us [ QOur Errors

E. False Prophecies indicate a falsejprophet.
Deuteronomy 18:20-22

But the prophet who presumes to speak a word in My
name, which I have not commanded him to speak, or
who speaks in the name of other. gods, that prophet shall
die. And if you say in your heart, “‘How shall we know
the word which the LORD has notispoken?’; when a
prophet speaks in the name of the EORD, if the thing
does not happen or come'to pass, that.is the thing which
the LORD has not spoken; the prophet has spoken it
presumptuously; you shall not be afraid of him.

25



Joseph Smith, Jr. and the Tests of a Prophet of God
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20560

Your recent inquiry comcerning the Book of Mormon
has been received in the Smithsonian Department of Anthro—

pology.

The Book of Mormen is a religious document and not a
The Smithsonian Institution does not use

scientific guide.
Because the

it in any way in archeslegical research.
Smithsonian imscirut receives many inquiries in th
regard and in connection with Mermon statements about the
origin and relaticashiss of the American Indian, we have
prepared a "Statement regarding the Book of Mormon," a
copy of h is enclosed for your informarion,

Department of Aathropology

Enclosure

SMITHSONTAN INSTITUTION
Office of Anthropology
Waghington, D.C. 20560
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j -1cate trutl?. ]ames 138 says nothmg o
,praym_"t(a discern truth J l»

Convince Us [ QOur Errors

Conclusion
1. Joseph Smith, Jr. is essential to/Mormonism.

. His role in the founding of Mormonism'begins
with his first vision.

. Mormons defend that Joseph Smith, Jr. is a
prophet of God by arguing for the authenticity of
the Book of Mormon.

. Joseph Smith, Jr. failsithe tests for being a prophet
of God.
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