S30 Billion Assets of the Mormon Church

(Largely through Deseret Management Corporation subsidiaries and divisions)

» AgReserves Inc. - the largest producer of nuts in the United
States (circa. 1997)

» Beneficial Financial Group




S30 Billion Assets of the Mormon Church

(Largely through Deseret Management Corporation subsidiaries and divisions)

» Bonneville International Corporation: owns radio stations
hationwide, Bonneville Communications, Bonneville
Interactive, and Bonneville Satellite Company,

v/ KSL-TV, Salt Lake v/ KTAR-FM, Phoenix

v KSL Newsradio, Salt Lake v KMVP-FM , Phoenix

v/ KRSP-FM, Salt Lake v KSWD, Los Angeles

v KMVP, Phoenix v/ KTTH, Seattle - Tacoma
v/ KTAR, Phoenix v KIRO, Seattle - Tacomall

S30 Billion Assets of the Mormon Church

(Largely through Deseret/Management Corporation subsidiaries and divisions)

» Deseret Book: LDS publisher and bookstores chain

» Deseret Digital Media: Operates the Web sites of other DIMC
media companies, including deseretnews.com, ksl.com'and
deseretbook.com

» Deseret Media Companies: Helps operate Deseret
Management's media focused subsidianies

» Deseret Mutual: Provides medical, dental, life,;and disability,
insurance, retirement and savings benefits.to Deseret
Management Corporation employees, and health insurancefte
LDS Missionaries and General Authorities




S30 Billion Assets of the Mormon Church

(Largely through Deseret Management Corporation subsidiaries and divisions)

» Deseret News Publishing Company: Publishes Utah's second-
largest daily newspaper, the Deseret News, along with
Mormon Times, Church News and El Observador:

» Farmland Reserve Inc.
v/ 228,000 acres (923 km?) in Nebraska
v 51,600 acres in Osage County, Oklahoma

v over 312,000 acres (1,260 km?) in Florida (dba Deseret
Cattle and Citrus)

S30 Billion Assets of the Mormon Church

(Largely through Deseret/Management Corporation subsidiaries and divisions)

» Hawaii Reserves, Inc.

v’ Polynesian Cultural Center (the leading paid visitor attractioniin
Hawaii)
v/ Brigham Young University-Hawaii

v/ LDS Church-related entities generated revenue of $260 millionitor
the Hawaii economy in 2005.

» Temple Square Hospitality: operates downtown Salt Lake City

properties such as the Lion House and the Joseph Smith Memofial
Building.

» Zions Securities: Real estate,company which: manages apartments
and commercial property, particularly inidowntown Salt Lake City}
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The Need for Understanding
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188 JOINT CONCLUSION

because it produces no works,

That conversation epitomizes some of the discoveries we made as
we worked together on this project: having more in common than we
expected, sharing numerous social and moral standards as well as
many of the same theological doctrines, recognizing that not every-
thing Evangelicals and Mormons say about each other is true, though
some of itis, We have both explained to each other in some detail what

same interests in school, the same favorite sports, and the same moral
standards. We talked a lot about our spiritual beliefs. Neither of us
ever convinced the other to ‘convert,” but we liked each other anyway.
We each discovered that not everything our churches had taught us to
believe about the other ‘side’ was true, though some of it certainly
was. But we also both found that most of our friends in our respective
youth groups couldn’t understand why we would want to be such good
friends when we didn’t share the identical faith.”

That ion epi some of the ‘we made as
we worked together on this project: having more in common than we
expected, sharing numerous social and moral standards/as well as
many of the same theological doctrines, recognizing that not every-
thing Evangelicals and Mormons say about each other is true, though
some of it is. We have both explained to each other i what
we believe, but neither of us has “converted” the other. We have sought
to debunk stereotypes, to correct misinformation, to separate periph-
eral issues from central ones, to trust that neither of us is lying to the
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What is a Cult?

Theological vs. Sociological




What is a Cult?

Sociological

a group that has certain
aberrant or destructive
psychological and/or
sociological traits such as
mind control, social
alienation, paranoia

What is a Cult?

Sociological

MarshalthipplewlitedhdileaVEnsiGate




What is a Cult?

Theological

1. Broad sense

2. Narrow sense

What is a Cult?

Theological

Broad

any/group with false
religious teachings,
other than:a World Religion)
that stands in oppositionkto
the historic, orthodox
Christian faith




What is a Cult?

Theological

Broad

any/group with false
religious teachings,
other than & Raligion;
that stands in oppositionkte
the historic, orthodox
Christian faith

What is a Cult?

Theological

Anton LaVéy and the
Churchjof Satan




What is a Cult?

Theological

Anton LaVey and the
Churchiof Satan

What is a Cult?

Theological

Narrow
a group that is an offshooet| of
Christianity which'deniesione
or more of the cardinal
doctrines of historic, orthedex
Christianity and often
considers itself the only tiue
expression of Christianity,
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What is a Cult?

Theological

€

Joseph Smith and Mormonism

What is a Cult?

Theological

€
’(ﬁ\"c X
THE CHURCLE® i

Joseph Smith and Mormonism
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What is a Cult?

Theological

Charles Taze Russell and Jehovah's Witnesses!

What is a Cult?

Theological

B
T

AR

Charles Taze Russell and Jehovah's WitneSses!
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What is a Cult?

Theological

A given groupican exhibit:
aspects of both'definitions:

Confusion comes because
the media mainly use the
term ‘cult’ in a sociological
sense. llam using the teijm
in a theological sense!

What is a Cult?

Theological

Because ofithe possible
confusion andite’avoidithe
risk ofioffending members
of these groups, academic
evangelicals are optingifor
the phrase "new religious

movements" instead!
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Cult vs. "Cultic"

Cult

anlorganization (as

described) that one

can join and become
a member of

Cult vs. "Cultic"

“Cultict

exhibiting the charactenristics
and/or doctrines of alcult
without necessarily beingtan
actual organization thatlene
can join.and become
a member of

14
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What is the Difference between a World
Religion and a Cult?

What is the Difference between a World
Religion and a Cult?

A World Religion usually has an origin completely
independent of Christianity while a culti(in, the
narrow sense) arises as\a'reaction tofhistoric
Christian orthodoxy.

16



What is the Difference between a World
Religion and a Cult?

A World:Religion;usually has little inicommon
doctrinally with Christianity while a culti(in the
narrow sense) ostensibly mirrors Christian
doctrine!

What is the Difference between a World
Religion and a Cult?

A World Religion usually has a significant number
of adherents around the world-while a cult (even in
the broad sense) hasrelatively fewer:

17



All Cults Weaken or Deny
the Authority of the Bible.

18



Mormonism anc GallVEId<Xe] =R ellis

Christianity
The Bible alone is the
inerrant, infallible Word of
God.

(Hebrews 1:1; 2 Peter 1:19-2:2; 2 Timothy
3:16; Revelation 22:18-19)

Mormonism and thelMalkks effalCult:
;)\4

Mormonism

Mormonism denies the
authority of the Bible by
claiming additional
revelation.

The four standard works:
*The Bible (correctly translated)
*The Book of Mormon
*The Doctrine and Covenants
*The Pearl of Great Price

19



Mormonism and the Marks of a Cult

T
510/0, ¢

OF
MORMON

AnotherTestament
of Jesus Christ

Mormonism and the Marks of a Cult

PEARL OF GREAT PRICE

20



Mormonism and the Marks of a Cult

What of the Bible?

A&y

HE Bible is the word of God, written by men.
It is basic in Mormon teaching. But the Latter-
day Saints recognize that errors have crept
into this sacred work because of the manner in
which the book has come to us. Moreover, they
regard it as not being complete as a guide. Scores
of different types of church organization and
conflicting interpretati on basic doctrines,
which have led to the ation of hundreds of
different sects, bear witness to the inadequacy
the Bible
Supplementing the Bible, the Latter-day

> three other books. These with the Bible

of the C ch
Mormon

, and the Pearl of

All Cults Deny
Salvation by Grace
through Faith Alone




Mormonism anc GallVEId<Xe] =R ellis

Christianity

Christ's death was the
complete payment for man's
sins. Salvation is a gift and
cannot be earned by works.
All that is necessary is belief
in the gospel. (Ephesians
2:8-9; Romans 3:24,25; Col.
1:20; | Peter 2:24; 2 Cor.
5:20; John 20:30-31).

ViehimehiSmEncdithe Marks of a Cult

Christianity

Salvation is Becoming "like
Him" (1 John 3:2). This
means that we will be made
completely holy and

righteous as He is. (morally
not ontologically) (2 Peter
1:4; Hebrews 12:10)

22



| Wow to him who works, the |
| wages are not counted as '
grace but as debt. But to
him who does not work but
believes on Him who
justifies the ungodly, his
 faith is accounted for
| righteousness, -
Romans 4:4-5

Mormonism and thelMalkks effalCult:

Mormonism

Mormonism denies
salvation by grace through
faith apart from works by

adding works to the gospel.

23



Mormonism and the Marks of a Cult

AOVERTISEMENT

Articles of Faithor rie curcio

JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

" Cilp. il In and mal to
Free Booklets
Salt Lake City, Utah 84150
and me the free booklets |
cked in the boxes at right A
Haw to work on A work:
four qualities that bl plan by which
strengthen family 10 increase your
ife

Alifestyle that
satisfios both
generatian:.

Mormonism and the Marks of a Cult

AOVERTISEMENT

Articles of Faithor e cuvecsor

JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

SALVATION: 3. We believe that through
the Atonement of Christ, all mankind may
be saved, by obedience to the laws and
ordinances of the Gospel.

Sl s

We belic

Free Booklets

Salt Lake City, Utah 84150

Piease sand me

have checked in i
How 1o work on Awork
four qualities that able plan by which
strongthen family 1o increase your
ife. sense of sacurity.

Filling your special
needs as a man or
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Mormonism and the Marks of a Cult

Another Testament
of.Jesus Christ

Mormonism and the Marks of a Cult

15. Yea, I say unto you come
and fear not, and lay aside every
sin, which easily doth beset you,
which doth bind you down to
destruction, yea, come and go
forth, and show unto your God
{ that ye are willing to repent of
your sins and enter into a cove-
nant with him to keep his com-
mandments, and witness it unto
him this day by going into the
"waters of baptism.

16. And whosoever doeth this,
and keepeth the commandments
wsoeed Of GGod from thenceforth, the
same will remember that I say
unto him, yea, he will remember
that I have said unto him, he
shall have eternal life, according
to the testimony of the Holy
i Spirit, which testifieth in me.




N

Spencer W. Kimball

(1895-1985)
Prophet and President
of'the LDS Church 1973-1985

Spencer W. Kimball

(1895-1985)
Prophet and President
of the LDS Church 1973-1985

SPENCER W. KIMBALL

e cg(l(litﬁclc
“Forgivéness

Chrlst alone S aII that i) needed for
salvat|on 3 [Thls passage] makes
clear the two facets, neither of which
alone would bring the individual
salvation—the grace;ofi Christ,
particularly as represented by his
atoning ’E"’r’ﬁlce(é"h individtal
onine Wit vIiratTe

[Spencer W Kimball, Theg\; racle; of Forgiveness (Salf

Lake Gity: Bo%&f?g&@);%@&a@ﬁic&(s
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FALsE DOCTRINES AND UNIVERSAL APOSTASY

trine would

Erroneous Teachings of Christian Churches

One erroneous teaching of many Christian

churches is: By faith alone we are saved. This false doc-

confession would bring him complete

salvation. What the world needs is more preaching of
the necessity of abstaining from sin and of living useful
and righteous lives, and less preaching of forgiveness of
sin. This would then be a different world. The truth is

befo_rc they can

have not done.

sall

that men must of th

P
are | God cannot reward us for the good we

sins and forsake them
Even when our sins

the necessity of abstaming from sin and of Tving useral
and righteous lives, and less preaching of forgiveness of
sin. This would then be a different world. The truth is
that men must repent of their sins and forsake them
before they can expect forgiveness. Even when our sins
are forgiven, God cannot reward us for the good we
have not done.

There 15 also the false teaching of one heaven and
one hell, with the thought that all who reach heaven will
share alike, and the same will be true of those who are
assigned to hell.

The truth, as restored through the Prophet Joseph
Smith, emphasizes the fact that every man will receive

27



Mormonism and thellVlakkstofial Culit
f‘;...__

Mormonism

Salvation means exaltation
to godhood.

Mormonism and the Marks of a Cult

"With three or four possible
exceptions, all of the revelations of all
the ages speak of salvation as being
wholly, completely, and totally
synonymous with eternal or
everlasting life, with exaltation in the
highest heaven of the celestial world,
with attaining Godhood and being
like God the Eternal Father."

[Bruce McConkie, Doctrinal New Testament
Commentary, 3:284-285.]

Bruce R. McConkie

(1915-1985)
Quorum of the Twelve Apostles of
the LDS church 1972-1985

28



Mormonism and the Marks of a Cult

Mormonism and the Marks of a Cult

J WHAT IS EXALTATION?

~| Exaltation is eternal life, the kind of life that God lives. He
-5: lives in great glory. He is perfect. He possesses all knowl- [!
| edge and all wisdom. He is the father of spirit children. He is ="
a creator ECon tis like our Heavenly Father. pe-
This is exaltation.

If we prove faithful and obedient to all the commandments of
-] the Lord, we will live in the highest degree of the celestial
kingdom of heaven. We will become exalted, just like our
Heavenly Father. Exaltation is the highest reward that our
Heavenly Father can give his children. The Lord has said that
{ exaltation is the greatest gift of all the gifts of God (see D&C

G W OE 2T CTCTTIaT Tarmy




Mormonism and the Marks of a Cult

edge and all wisdom, He iis the father of spirit children. He is ease in knawledge, wisdorn, and power, goin,

_? creator. We can become Gods like our Heavenly Father e J;, ace, unti the fullness of the perfect day shall bur: st

his is exalte )
xaltation. LDarm ofb'u./)rzm 2 ?B)

If we prove faithiul and obedient to all the commandments vessng: thoss who e

the Lord, we will live in the highest degree of the HEQmREMENTS FOR EXALTATIDN

kingdom of heaven. We wil e exalted 5 the time to fulfill the

eave i hat now is the time 1o

Heave 2

exaltal take

w2 3. They will have their righteous family members with them v
B"Es' “and will be able to have spirit children also. These spirit chil- o
e wi dren will have the same relationship to them as we do to our ...
"Hs- i Heavenly Father. They will be an eternal family. e

rose 4. They will receive a fullness of joy.

eternal

special

(D&C 7

to exal many
The sl—

Father g

1 will have the
Heavenly Father

T thers and with the Lorc
hey will others and with th

i perform the sav-

All Cults Deny the
Doctrine of the Trinity

30



Mormonism anc GallVEId<Xe] =R ellis

Christianity

There is only one God.

Deuteronomy 32:39 "'Now see
that |, even |, am He, And there is
no God besides Me; | kill and |
make alive; | wound and | heal;
Nor is there any who can deliver
from My hand."

ViehimehiSmEncdithe Marks of a Cult

Christianity

God is one is substance
and three in person.

31



Mormonism anc GallVEId<Xe] =R ellis

Christianity

The Trinity in the
New Testament

Matthew 3:16-17 Jesus
baptized, Holy Spirit as a
dove, Father speaking

ViehimehiSmEncdithe Marks of a Cult

Christianity
Biblical Argument
1. The Father is God.
2. The Son is God.

3. The Spirit is God.

32
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Mormonism and thelMalkks ofiaCulit
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S

Mormonism
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Mormonism and the Marks of a Cult

ANSWERS TO GOSPEL QUESTIONS

SupreEME Councn. ComposeEp oF THREE PERSONAGES

This reference, then, to the three as one God, must
be interpreted to mean that they constitute one Godhead
or Supreme Council, composed of three separate Per-
sonages, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.

THE FERSONAGES IN THE GODHEAD

many Christian people believe.
SupremE CounciL Composep oF THRZE PERSONAGES

This reference, then, to the three as one God, must
be murpmmi tom that they constitute one Godhead
Youncil, composed of three separate Per-
her, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.

mh\s epistle to the Corinthian saints, says this:
s concem! jore the eating of those things that are
Herm, bn sacrifics winto fdols, wo kuow that an idol is uothing

i the world, and that thero is none other God but one.
Paul knew as well as any man could know it that
the Father and the Son and the Holy Ghost constitute
one Supreme Council—one God. In the following verses
he uiz!s this:

Mormonism and the Marks of a Cult

James“_E. Télmage
1862-1933

Member of the Quorum
of the Twelve 1911-1933

tepetition in the New Testament of the evidence which
tlearly proclaims them separate and distinct from each
other, It appears to those who are guided by the light
of truth, that the frequent declarations of the Savior

that he and his Father are distinct from each other, but
one in thought and action, is so plain that even the most
stmple should understand it. Our Redeemer was con-
stantly addressing his Father in prayer. He taught his
ples to p 0 the Father, not to him, and the most

g and tender appeal that was ever recorded is

wayer to his Father in the seventeenth chapter of

| this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only
d, and j< sus Christ, whom thou has sent,
W r, glorify thou me with thine own self, with
J I had with thee before the world was. . .
\n I now I am no more in the world, but these are in the

34



Mormonism and the Marks of a Cult

40 THE ARTICLES OF FAITH

different way, and each di
Savior promised His d
the Holy Ghost, should E

©OD AND THE HOLY TRINITY 11
Jrr 1 D AND THE Hi

spirit and purpose; for such is the unity between His F ather
and and he ic he Holy Ghost

= This unity is o ss; the mind of any
gne member of the se mind of the others; seeing

Unity of thé C()(l}lellcl;'.Fll

Nephite servants,’ repeatedly

e Godhead is a type of unity

in the attributes, powers, and purposes of its members.
Jesus, while on earth® and in manifesting Himself to His

testified of the unity existing

und the Holy Ghost

between Himself and the Father, : en them both

" " - ~
Immediately before His be 1, Christ prayed for His dis
ciples, the Twelve, and ot

preserved in u

and the Son are one. We

that His followers lose their indivi

sed to natur

ve united in heart

T O T
and the Father ix

Personality of Each Member of the Godhead—From
the evidence already presented, it is clear that the Father is
a personal , definite form, with bodily
parts an:
Father' in spi
through wh e worlds were
@ man, with all the physice

> K John 1 Aso Heb, 1i3. 1, See John 17:5. s, See John
1:3; Heb, 1:2: 16

All Cults Deny the
Work of Jesus Christ
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Mormonism anc GallVEId<Xe] =R ellis

Christianity

The sacrifice of Jesus Christ
is sufficient for salvation.

(2 Corinthians 5:21; 1 Corinthians 15:1-8;
Hebrews 9:12)

Mormonism and thelMalkks effalCult:
f\'

Mormonism
Mormonism denies His work
by claiming that it is
incomplete.
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Mormonism and the Marks of a Cult

Mormonism and the Marks of a Cult

59

The Individual Effect of the Atonement makes it possible
for any and every soul to obtain absolution from the effect
of personal sins, through the mediation of Christ; but such
saving intercession is to be invoked by individual effort
as manifested through faith, repentance, and continued
works of righteousness.
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Mormonism and the Marks of a Cult

SPENCER W. KIMBALL

‘ \ ‘- e SMiracle

Spencer W. Kimball .
(1895-1985) CP‘OI' g'ﬂfe.ﬂeﬁ

Prophet and President
of the LDS Church 1973-1985

Mormonism and the Marks of a Cult

206 Tue MmacLe oF FORGIVENESS Keerine Goo's Commanoments Brixes Foraiveness 207
oceur, though to a somewhat lesser degree. But what every necessary for man’s exaltation in the kingdom of God this
member most definitely can do is follow President McKay's could rule out the need for repentance. It could give license
inspired slogan, “Every member a missionary. an be- for sin and, since it does not require man to work out his
fiisiil and Telioviship e salvation, could accept instead lip service, death-bed “re
acqua i ot andse Erive pentance,” and shallow, meaningless confession of sin

s s

riptures

This makes clear the two facets, neither of which alone e do

would bring the individual salvation — the grace of Christ, [P
particularly as represented by his atoning sacrifice, and in- [f b
dividual effort. However good a person’s works, he could
not be saved had Jesus not died for his and everyone else’s
sins. And however powerful the saving grace of Christ, it
brings exaltation to no man who does not comply with the
works of the gospel.

r baptized in my n t
Faith and Works 3 by of the Holy Ghost, that ye
fo 3 Ne 9-20),

In view of the emphasis thus far made on the importance

. Some pmp\z not of :\u( urc
like to quote, in su p])ﬂrl of that concept, the following

words of Paul
For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of

gift of Go
Iest any man should boast. (Eph. 2:8-9

One of the most fallacious doctrines originated by Satan
and propounded by man is that man is saved 3 by the
arace of God; that belief in Jesus Christ alone is all that
is needed for salvation. Along with all the other works

This makes clear the two facets, neither of which alonc
would bring the individual salvation
particularly as represented by his atoniny
dividual effort, However good a person’s we
not be saved had Jesus not died for his and everye
And however powerful the saving grace of Chris
exaltation 10 no man who does not comply with the
works of the gospel
OF caurse we need to understand terms. 1 by the word
¢ salvation or redemption from
1" is sufficient. But if the term
“salvation” means returning to the presence of God with
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Christianity Mormonism

\
Number of Gods\

% '\‘
There is only one God. This does not There are many Gods.
mean merely that there is only one
God with whom we have to do, but
rather that there is only one Supreme
Being in existence.

"Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, [
the LORD is one!" (Deuteronomy "According to that

ich was
6:4) ordained in the midst of the
Council of the Eternal God of all
"Remember the former things of other gods befo s world was
old, For I am God, and there is no ..." (Doctrine & Covenants 121:32)

other; I am God, and there is none
like Me." (Isaiah 46:9)




Christianity

Mormonism

Number of Gdt-::l:*s

There is only one God. This does not
mean merely that there is only one
God with whom we have to do, but
rather that there is only one Supreme
Being in existence.

"Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God,
the LORD is one!" (Deuteronomy
6:4)

"Remember the former things of
old, For | am God, and there is no
other; I am God, and there is none
like Me." (Isaiah 46:9)

There are many Gods.

N

"Three separate personages—Father,
Son, and Holy Ghost—comprise the
Godhead. As each of these persons is a
God, it is evident, from this standpoint
alone, that a plurality of Gods exists.
To us, speaking in the proper finite
sense, these three are the only Gods
we worship. But in addition there is an
infinite number of holy personages,
drawn from worlds-without number,
who have passed on to exaltation and
are thus gods." (McConkie, Mormon
Doctrine, s.v. "Plurality of Gods," p.
577, emphasis in original)

.

Christianity

Mormonism

Number of Gd&\s

There is only one God. This does not
mean merely that there is only one
God with whom we have to do, but
rather that there is only one Supreme
Being in existence.

"Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God,
the LORD is one!" (Deuteronomy
6:4)

"Remember the former things of
old, For | am God, and there is no
other; I am God, and there is none
like Me." (Isaiah 46:9)

There are mariy Gods.

A

"If Jesus Christ was the Son of God,
and John discovered that God the
Father of Jesus Christ had a Father,
you may suppose that he had a
Father also. Where was there ever a
son without a father? And where
was there ever a father without first
being a son?" (Teachings of the
Prophet Joseph Smith, p. 374, as
cited in McConkie, Mormon
Doctrine, s.v. "Plurality of Gods," p.
577)
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Christianity

Mormonism

Nature of Go&y

God is a spirit, without flesh and God is a personage of flesh and

bone.

"God is Spirit, and those who
worship Him must worship in
spirit and truth." (John 4:24)

"Behold My hands and My
feet, that it is | Myself.

bone (physical).

A

{

"The Father has a body of
flesh, and bones as
tangible as man's."
(Doctrine & Covenants

130:22)

Handle Me and see, for a 1

spirit does not have flesh

and bones as you see |

have." (Luke 24:39)

Christianity Mormonism

Nature of Gdclb

God is a spirit, without flesh and God is a personage of flesh and

bone.

"God is Spirit, and those who
worship Him must worship in
spirit and truth." (John 4:24)

"Behold My hands and My
feet, that it is | Myself.
Handle Me and see, for a
spirit does not have flesh
and bones as you see |
have." (Luke 24:39)

bone (physical).

A

{

"Therefore we know that both the
Father and the Son are in form and
stature perfect men; each of them
possesses a tangible body,
infinitely pure and perfect and
attended by transcendent glory,
nevertheless a body, of flesh and
bones." [James E. Talmage, A
Study of the Articles of Faith (Salt
Lake City: The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1971):
42.] -
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Christianity

Mormonism

Nature of Go&y

bone.

"God is Spirit, and those who
worship Him must worship in
spirit and truth." (John 4:24)

"Behold My hands and My
feet, that it is | Myself.
Handle Me and see, for a
spirit does not have flesh
and bones as you see |
have." (Luke 24:39)

God is a spirit, without flesh and God is a personage of flesh and
bone (physical).

A

{

"We affirm that to deny the
materiality of God's person is
to deny God; for.... an
immaterial body cannot
exist." [James E. Talmage, A
Study of the Articles of Faith
(Salt Lake City: The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints, 1971): 48.]

Christianity

Mormonism

Eternity of God

God has always been God.

"Even from everlasting to
everlasting, You are God."
(Psalm 90:2)

"And understand that | am

He. Before Me there was no
God formed, Nor shall there
be after Me." (Isaiah 43:10)

God was once a mere man.

A

"God himself was once as véeare now,
and is an exalted man, and sits
enthroned in yonder heavens! ... | am
going to tell you how God came to be
God. Ye have imagined and suppose
that God was God from all eternity. |
will refute that idea ... he was once a
man like us; yea, that God himself, the
Father of us all, dwelt on an earth, the
same as Jesus Christ himself did."
(Teachings of the Prophet Joseph
Smith, p. 345-347, as cited in
McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, s.v.
"Godhood," p. 321)
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Eternity of God

God has always been God.

"Even from everlasting to
everlasting, You are God."
(Psalm 90:2)

"And understand that | am

He. Before Me there was no
God formed, Nor shall there
be after Me." (Isaiah 43:10)

God was once a mere man.

A

"God himself was once as véeare now,
and is an exalted man, and sits
enthroned in yonder heavens! ... | am
going to tell you how God came to be
God. Ye have imagined and suppose
that God was God from all eternity. |
will refute that idea ... he was once a
man like us; yea, that God himself, the
Father of us all, dweltvon an earth, the
same as Jesus Christ himself did."
(Teachings of the Prophet Joseph
Smith, p. 345-347, as cited in
McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, s.v.
"Godhood," p. 321)

Christianity

Mormonism

Immortality 8

Scripture teaches that man has
an immortal soul, eternal into

Man's spirit is from the eternal
past. His destiny is to evolve

the future but not from the past. into Godhood and occupy.the

(Gen. 1:26; 5:1; Job 32:8; Acts
7:59; John 5:28-29).

highest of the three-leveled
heaven.

"Man is a spirit clothed with a tabernacle
the intelligent part of which was never
created or made but existed eternally—
man was also in the beginning with
God." [Joseph Fielding Smith, Progress
of Man (Salt Lake City:4genealogical
Society of Utah, 1938), as cited in Gordon
H. Fraser, Is Mormonism Christian?:
Mormon Doctrine Compared with
Biblical Christianity (Chicago: Moody
Press, 1977): 57.] ! S
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g

Heaven
The eternal abode of all who are There are three levels of heaven:
saved is to be with the Lord in Celestial - faithful Mormons
heaven where awaits for all of Terrestrial- honorable ménwho
the redeemed an eternal are not Mormon
reward. (1 Corinthians 5:1-2; 1 Telestial - those who received not
Peter 1:4) the testimony of Jesus

"One of the great errors in the
teachings of the Christian
religions is the doctrine of one
heaven and one hell ..."
[LeGrand Richards, A
Marvelous Work and a
Wonder (Salt Lake City:
Deseret Book Co., 1976): 253]

.

Christianity Mormonism
Heaven

The eternal abode of all who are There are three levels of heaven:
saved is to be with the Lord in Celestial - faithful Mormons
heaven where awaits for all of Terrestrial- honorable menwho
the redeemed an eternal are not Mormon
reward. (1 Corinthians 5:1-2; 1 Telestial - those who received not
Peter 1:4) the testimony of Jesus

"Wherefore,-.. they are gods,
even the sons of God ... These
are they whose bodies are
celestial ..."[D-&C 76:58]
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Heaven

The eternal abode of all who are There are three levels of heaven:

A

saved is to be with the Lord in

heaven where awaits for all of Terrestrial- honorable ménwho
the redeemed an eternal are not Mormon

reward. (1 Corinthians 5:1-2; 1

Peter 1:4) "...these are they who die

without the law ... who
receive not the testimony of
Jesus in the flesh, but
afterwards received it ... who
are honorable men of the
earth ...they are bodies
terrestrial ..." [ D & C 76:70,
74,75,78.]

Christianity Mormonism

Heaven

The eternal abode of all who are There are three levels of heaven:

saved is to be with the Lord in \

heaven where awaits for all of Telestial - those who recéived not
the redeemed an eternal the testimony of Jesus

reward. (1 Corinthians 5:1-2; 1 "...these are they who

Peter 1:4) received not the gospel of

Christ, neither the testimony
of Jesus ... these are they who
receive not his fullness in the
eternal world g and thus we
saw ... the glory of the
telestial" [D & C 76:82, 86.]
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Hell

There is eternal punishment for
sin. (Matt. 5:22; 8:11, 12; 13:42,
50; 22:13; Luke 13:24-28; |l Peter
2:17; Jude 13; Rev. 14:9-11).

To be damned means to limit one's
progress to Godhood. Eternal
punishment does not necessarily mean
endless punishment. The lowest level
(perdition) is reserved for apostate
Mormons. It is likely not eternal.

"Whosoever, therefore, received
God's punishment receives eternal
punishment, whether it is endured
on hour, one day, one year, or an
age." [n.a., Plan of Salvation (n.c.:
The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints, n.d.): 30.]

.

Christianity

Mormonism

S

Hell

There is eternal punishment for
sin. (Matt. 5:22; 8:11, 12; 13:42,
50; 22:13; Luke 13:24-28; Il Peter
2:17; Jude 13; Rev. 14:9-11).

To be damned means to limit one's
progress to Godhood. Eternal
punishment does not necessarily mean
endless punishment. The lowest level
(perdition) is reserved for apostate
Mormons. It is likely not eternal.

"The false doctrine that the punishment to be
visited upon erring souls is endless ... must be
regarded as one of the most pernicious results
of misapprehension of scripture. ... The
punishment in any case is sufficiently severe
without the added and supreme horror of
unending continuation. JuStice must have her
due; but when "the uttermost farthing' is paid,
the prison doors shall open and the captive be
free." [James E. Talmage, A Study of the
Articles of Faith (Salt Lake City: The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1971): 61.]

R
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e

Hell

There is eternal punishment for To be damned means to limit one's
sin. (Matt. 5:22; 8:11, 12; 13:42, Progress to Godhood. Etemial
50: 22:13: Luke 13:24-28: Il Peter punishment does not necesserly mean

endless punishment. The lowest level
2:17; Jude 13; Rev. 14:9-11). (perdition) is reserved for apostate

Mormons. It is likely not eternal.

"Thus saith the Lord concerning all
those who know-my power ... and
to deny the truth and defy my
power—they are they who are the
sons of perdition ;.wéssels of
wrath, doomed to suffer the wrath
of God, with the devil and his
angels in eternity." [D & C 76:31-

33
2iz
Pre-existence Earth Life Spirit World 228 Celestial
Pre-earth life 5i: elestial
Marriage
D & C 76:50-70

Eternal families
iri . dwelling in
Sa}‘)l’ll(];llt Paradise God';prc:cncc_

Body Spirit < (Alma 40:14)
=

eIres fl&

Prison

Body 1 Peter 3:19

x /D & C 76:71-80

with the presence of the

Son but without the
In the presence of Pul'poses fullness of the Father
God our Heavenly 1. gain body whthout exaiation
Father % gam lexp?‘r!?l?ce Body placed Moon
- GEVE.0p dal in the grave
4. prove love by —

obedience to the - (8

commandments X
Jer. 1:4-5 John 14:15 1 Cor. 15:29 all those who are

not Sons of Perdition

John 17:4-5 Alma 32:21 \  but who did not live
Prbs. 3:13 James 2:17-24 \\ according to the gospel
1 Peter 1:19-20

Eph. 1:4-5

Satan and the spirits who
rebelled against the Father,
and are denied bodies

Perdition
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