
The 144 Thousand 

 According to Jehovah’s Witness eschatology (theology of the end times), a special class 

of believers has been designated the anointed. Those 144,000 will go directly to heaven at their 

death, to rule and reign with Christ.
1
 Russell believed that the Scriptures indicated that the ‘little 

flock’ of Luke 12:32 and the sheep of John 10:1-15 were synonymous with the 144,000 of 

Revelation 7 and 14. This is the most exalted class called the ‘little flock’ or God’s 

congregation.
2
 Those were faithful and true believers. They gave all to please God. They lived 

self sacrificially and sought the truth.  

 As a result, Jehovah selected them to rule with him.
 3
 The promises of the New Testament 

are for them, but not for others. At death, they immediately change, receiving a spiritual body 

and go directly to heaven to be with Jehovah.
 4
 There they rule and reign with Christ. Some early 

Christians were in the 144,000, but the apostasy of early Christendom meant that few in that time 

found their way into the 144,000. Only after Charles Taze Russell restored the church did God 

begin to select large numbers of faithful believers to be part of the ‘little flock.’ As a result, the 

majority of the 144,000 are followers of the Watchtower Society.
5
  Russell taught that in 1878 all 

the anointed saints, who had previously died, were raised as a part of the ‘little flock’. From that 

time forward, all those chosen to be part of the ‘little flock’ would receive a spiritual body and 

go to be with Christ immediately at death. This special calling will continue until the anticipated 
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harvest of the whole group takes place.
6
 The great multitude, another class of believers, will be 

subject to the anointed class of believers. Russell also taught that the time for the selection of 

those special individuals was to end in October of 1881.
7
 He said that “the favour has now 

ended” and “the door was 

 shut.”8
 Those who were dedicated followers of Charles Taze Russell could become members of 

the 144,000 until then. They could share in the promises of Scripture, escape Armageddon, have 

spiritual bodies, and live in heaven.
9
 Over time, the Watchtower has changed the 1881 date a 

number of times. In 1919 there was said to be a final harvest of the anointed. Then the date of 

1931 was set as the last opportunity to be among the anointed. Finally, it was decided that it was 

not possible to know for sure when the last anointed might be selected.
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