
The Great Multitude 

 Those who did not follow Russell, those who were lukewarm and undiscerning, yet 

Christian, would become part of the great multitude but would never rule and reign with Christ.
1
 

The great multitude, by being apathetic and associating with corrupt Christendom, had associated 

with spiritual Babylon and was defiled.
2
 Russell believed the great multitude would come from 

believers in apostate Christendom, this group was spoken of somewhat disparagingly. Russell 

taught the great multitude was destined to go to heaven.
3
 He said that when members of the great 

multitude die, they do not go directly to heaven but sleep until the resurrection of the righteous 

and unrighteous. When resurrected, they will have fleshly, not spiritual, bodies even in heaven.
4
 

If Armageddon were to occur while they were alive, God would protect them.
 5

 The great 
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multitude will worship God and serve Jesus and the ‘little flock’, but they will never rule. 

Because this great multitude has second hand status, it exists to support the 144,000. Therefore, 

most of the New Testament does not apply to the great multitude.
6
 They are not part of the New 

Covenant.
7
 They are not part of the Congregation of God.

8
 They are not born again.

9
 They do not 

have Jesus as their mediator.
10

 They are not Jesus’ brothers.
11

 They do not inherit the earth.
12

 

And finally, the Spirit does not pray for them.
13

 This is the earthly hope to which the Jehovah’s 

Witnesses aspire. It is essentially a hope to be resurrected to a 1000-year probation where they 

can prove themselves by being perfected, doing what Adam could not do, thereby receiving 

eternal life.  
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 Over time there have been significant changes made in the composition and location of 

the great multitude. Russell had taught that the great multitude was composed of those who were 

lukewarm. They were members of Christendom who did not really give of themselves. Because 

of their failings, they became the “other sheep.” They were not going to rule and reign, but 

instead they would be servants. They would live in heaven but would have physical bodies. In 

1932, just prior to the changing the great multitude from a heavenly class to an earthly class, 

Rutherford himself  wrote that it would be a mistake to consider the great multitude to be an 

earthly group.
14

 They had to be spiritual. However, under the same Rutherford, who three years 

previously had denied that it could be true, the identity of the great multitude changed, and the 

negative associations diminished.
15

 Rutherford, perhaps realizing that a 144,000 was not a large 

enough group for a growing denomination, made some startling changes. In 1935, he announced 

during a presentation that it had been revealed that the great multitude was actually the grouping 

of faithful Jehovah’s Witnesses.
16

  It was not made up of the lukewarm or of other 

denominations of Christendom. In addition, it was revealed that rather than being in heaven they 

would live on a recreated perfect earth. Amazingly, this revelation was well received, and 

Jehovah’s Witnesses are content to be relegated to a second hand status where most of the New 

Testament does not apply to them. They are even comfortable in the belief that they have an 
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earthly calling where they can anticipate a millennium of testing before they are adopted and 

given eternal life.  

 


