
The Non-Believing World 

 There is yet another class of people that is neither the little flock nor the great multitude. 

This class of people consists of those who have not had enough exposure to Jehovah to 

understand what is required of them.
1
 These would be referred to as ‘the lost’ by most 

evangelicals. They are considered unrighteous, but when they die, the ransom removes the curse 

of original sin, and their own death pays for their personal sin. At the resurrection, they will be 

raised with physical bodies on the new earth.
2
 Russell taught that even Adam was included in 

this redemption. Those resurrected will learn of Jehovah and come to follow him. In the end, 

those who learn to be obedient to Jehovah will be adopted to eternal life. Those who rebel will be 

destroyed.
3
 Russell understood that only a very small number known only to God would not be 

resurrected. Later teaching by Rutherford restricted those who would benefit from the ransom. 

Those who have committed especially heinous sins such as Adam, the residents of Sodom, Judas 

Iscariot, and those who blaspheme the Holy Spirit will not be resurrected.
4
 Current Jehovah’s 

Witness doctrine teaches that in addition to the number of people deemed incorrigible, billions 
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alive on earth will perish without hope of resurrection at Armageddon unless they have a 

relationship with Jehovah and the Watchtower Society.   

 Interestingly, there is very little difference between the fate of those in the great multitude 

and those who have not known or followed Christ. The exception to this would be if 

Armageddon occurred during their lifetime since the Jehovah’s Witnesses not in good standing 

and the lost would all perish with no hope of resurrection. However, with that one exception, 

according to current Watchtower theology, both the lost and the great multitude are saved from 

the effects of original sin by the ransom, both have had their individual sins forgiven through 

their own death, and both will be resurrected with a clean slate. Both groups will live during the 

millennium and will learn to follow Jesus. After proving themselves faithful and dedicated, there 

will be a great final test. If the test is passed, members of both groups will have earned the right 

to adoption by God and eternal life.
5
 Some, however, will be obstinate and continue to reject 

God’s love. They will perish.
6
 They will be annihilated, but they will not experience torment.
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