
Explain the “Inspiration of Scripture.” There are four primary understandings of inspiration in 
the Christian community.  

Verbal Plenary Inspiration of Scripture:  
 
Conservative Christians believe in the verbal plenary inspiration of Scripture. This view holds 
that the entire Bible is fully and verbally inspired by God, resulting in a text that is completely 
accurate and authoritative in all it teaches. This view emphasizes both the divine and human 
elements of Scripture, asserting that God ensured the human authors conveyed His intended 
message perfectly. 
 
Arguments for the Verbal Plenary Inspiration of Scripture 
 
1. Biblical Testimony 

Scripture itself claims divine inspiration in several key passages. Although it might seem circular 
to use the Bible to support its own inspiration, proponents argue that if the Bible is inspired, it 
would naturally attest to its own divine origin. 

 2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NIV): "All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, 
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be 
thoroughly equipped for every good work." 

 2 Peter 1:20-21 (NIV): "Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture 
came about by the prophet’s own interpretation of things. For prophecy never had its 
origin in the human will, but prophets, though human, spoke from God as they were 
carried along by the Holy Spirit." 

2. Jesus’ View of Scripture 

Jesus’ own words and actions affirm the authority and inspiration of Scripture. He often quoted 
the Old Testament and treated it as the authoritative word of God. 

 Matthew 5:18 (NIV): "For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth disappear, not the 
smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law 
until everything is accomplished." 

 John 10:35 (NIV): "If he called them ‘gods,’ to whom the word of God came—and 
Scripture cannot be set aside—" 

3. The Unity and Coherence of the Bible 

Despite being written over many centuries by different authors, the Bible exhibits a remarkable 
unity and coherence in its message and theology. This is often cited as evidence of its divine 
origin. 

 The overarching narrative of creation, fall, redemption, and restoration spans both the 
Old and New Testaments. 



 Consistent themes such as the nature of God, human sinfulness, and the promise of 
salvation appear throughout the Bible. 

4. Historical Reliability and Fulfilled Prophecy 

The historical accuracy of biblical events and the fulfillment of prophecies lend credibility to the 
claim of divine inspiration. 

 Archaeological findings have corroborated numerous historical details in the Bible. 
 Prophecies, especially messianic ones, are argued to have been fulfilled in Jesus Christ 

(e.g., Isaiah 53, Psalm 22). 

5. Transformative Power 

The impact of the Bible on individuals and societies throughout history is often presented as 
evidence of its divine inspiration. 

 Countless personal testimonies describe life transformations attributed to the Bible’s 
teachings. 

 The Bible has influenced laws, ethics, and cultures around the world in profound ways. 

 

Neo-Orthodox view:   
 
Neo-orthodox theologians argue that the Bible is not the literal Word of God but rather a witness 
to the Word of God, Jesus Christ. The Scriptures testify to God's revelation but are not 
themselves the direct revelation. The emphasis is on Christ as the central revelation of God. The 
Bible becomes the Word of God through the work of the Holy Spirit in the act of reading and 
interpreting Scripture. This dynamic view sees Scripture as a means through which God speaks 
to people, rather than a static text that inherently contains God's words. Neo-orthodoxy 
acknowledges the human element in the writing of Scripture. The Bible contains human 
thoughts, cultural contexts, and historical limitations. Despite this, God can and does use these 
human words to convey divine truths. While rejecting the idea of inerrancy or literalism, neo-
orthodox theologians still hold Scripture in high regard. Its authority lies in its role as a witness 
to Christ and its capacity to be a vessel for God's revelation through the Holy Spirit. 

Arguments for the Neo-Orthodox view of the Inspiration of Scripture 
 
1. Christocentric Argument 

Premise: The centrality of Christ in Christian theology necessitates a Christ-centered 
understanding of Scripture. 

Argument: Since Jesus Christ is the ultimate revelation of God, as affirmed by key biblical 
passages (e.g., John 1:1-14, Hebrews 1:1-3), it follows that any true understanding of divine 



revelation must focus on Him. The neo-orthodox view argues that the Bible’s authority and 
inspiration stem from its role as a witness to Christ. This Christocentric focus ensures that 
Christians do not place the Bible above Christ, maintaining that Christ is the true Word of God 
and the Scriptures derive their authority from their relationship to Him. 

2. Dynamic Inspiration Argument 

Premise: A static view of inspiration fails to account for the living and active nature of God’s 
Word. 

Argument: Neo-orthodoxy posits that the Bible becomes the Word of God through the action of 
the Holy Spirit, speaking to individuals in their specific contexts. This dynamic view of 
inspiration is supported by the experiential reality of how Scripture impacts believers differently 
in different situations. The Bible’s ability to continually speak to new generations and diverse 
cultures demonstrates its inspired nature in a way that a static, once-for-all understanding of 
inspiration cannot. 

3. Human Element and Authenticity Argument 

Premise: The presence of human elements in the Bible does not diminish its divine inspiration 
but rather enhances its authenticity and relatability. 

Argument: Acknowledging the human aspects of Scripture allows for a more nuanced 
understanding of inspiration. The Bible’s imperfections and cultural particularities do not negate 
its divine message; rather, they show how God works through flawed human instruments to 
convey His truth. This argument appeals to the incarnational model of revelation: just as Christ is 
both fully God and fully human, the Bible is both a divine message and a human document. This 
dual nature enhances its accessibility and relatability. 

4. Encounter and Authority Argument 

Premise: The authority of Scripture arises in the personal encounter between the reader and God 
through the text. 

Argument: Neo-orthodoxy argues that Scripture’s authority is not inherent in the text itself but 
is realized in the dynamic interaction between the text and the reader, mediated by the Holy 
Spirit. This view aligns with the transformative impact of Scripture, as seen in the lives of 
countless believers. The personal and communal transformation experienced through 
engagement with the Bible provides empirical support for its inspired and authoritative nature. 

5. Critique of Fundamentalism and Liberalism 

Premise: Extreme views on either side (fundamentalism and liberalism) fail to adequately 
account for the nature of divine revelation. 



Argument: Fundamentalism, with its rigid inerrancy doctrine, can lead to bibliolatry, treating 
the Bible as an end in itself rather than a means to know God. Liberalism, on the other hand, 
risks reducing the Bible to merely human religious experiences, undermining its divine authority. 
Neo-orthodoxy offers a balanced approach that acknowledges the divine inspiration of Scripture 
while respecting its human dimensions. This balance is more theologically coherent and 
practically relevant, as it avoids the extremes of both camps. 

6. Role of the Holy Spirit Argument 

Premise: The Holy Spirit is the agent of divine communication and revelation. 

Argument: The neo-orthodox view emphasizes that the Holy Spirit’s role is crucial in making 
Scripture the Word of God. This theological position is rooted in biblical teaching about the 
Spirit’s role in revelation and inspiration (e.g., John 14:26, 2 Peter 1:21). The Spirit’s active 
involvement ensures that the Bible remains a living document, capable of speaking fresh truths 
to each generation. This ongoing activity of the Spirit validates the neo-orthodox view as it 
accounts for the dynamic and experiential nature of encountering God through Scripture. 

 

Dictation Theory:  
 
Much like Islam, this approach believes that God dictates each word of Scripture. There is no 
human input into the content. The human is a scribe. This theory has some support in the verses 
where God tells someone write something specific, but it does not account for all of Scripture.  

Arguments for the Dictation Theory of the Inspiration of Scripture 
 
1. Biblical Precedent 

Premise: Certain biblical passages suggest a direct, word-for-word transmission from God to the 
human authors. 

Argument: Key verses seem to support the idea that God dictated specific words. For example, 
in the Old Testament, Moses is often described as writing what God commanded (Exodus 
34:27), and the prophets frequently use phrases like "Thus says the Lord" (Jeremiah 1:9). In the 
New Testament, Paul claims his writings are inspired by the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 2:13), 
and John is commanded to write what he sees and hears in his visions (Revelation 1:11, 19). 
These passages suggest a model where the human authors function more as scribes than 
independent writers. 

2. Doctrinal Consistency 

Premise: The Bible’s internal consistency and unity across diverse authors and centuries suggest 
a single divine source. 



Argument: Despite being written by different authors over a span of centuries, the Bible 
exhibits remarkable theological and doctrinal coherence. This consistency is difficult to explain 
purely through human collaboration or shared cultural context. The Dictation Theory accounts 
for this by positing that a single divine mind directed the writing, ensuring uniformity and 
harmony across all books of the Bible. 

3. Divine Authority 

Premise: The Bible’s ultimate authority and inerrancy are best explained if every word comes 
directly from God. 

Argument: For the Bible to be truly authoritative and inerrant, it must be free from human error 
and limitation. The Dictation Theory supports this by asserting that God, who is infallible, 
dictated the exact words, thereby safeguarding the text from any human error. This view 
underpins the belief in the Bible as the ultimate and unerring guide for faith and practice, as it is 
seen as entirely the product of a perfect and omniscient deity. 

4. Historical Support 

Premise: The Dictation Theory has historical support from early church figures and traditional 
interpretations. 

Argument: Historically, many early church fathers and influential theologians have supported a 
form of verbal inspiration akin to the Dictation Theory. For example, Augustine and later 
reformers like John Calvin emphasized the divine origin and authority of Scripture. This 
longstanding tradition lends weight to the Dictation Theory as a valid interpretation of how 
Scripture was inspired. 

5. Literal Interpretation of Inspiration 

Premise: A literal understanding of "inspiration" suggests a direct, word-for-word 
communication from God. 

Argument: The term "inspired" (from the Greek theopneustos, meaning "God-breathed") 
implies that the words themselves, not just the ideas, were given by God. The Dictation Theory 
takes this literally, positing that God breathed His words into the human authors. This literal 
interpretation aligns with a straightforward reading of passages that describe the process of 
inspiration (2 Timothy 3:16, 2 Peter 1:20-21). 

6. Prophetic and Apostolic Claims 

Premise: Prophets and apostles often claimed to speak and write directly for God. 

Argument: Biblical prophets and apostles frequently claimed divine authority for their words. 
For instance, Jeremiah claims that God put His words in his mouth (Jeremiah 1:9), and Paul 



asserts that his teachings are not from human wisdom but taught by the Spirit (1 Corinthians 
2:13). These claims support the idea that their writings are direct communications from God, as 
they assert a level of authority that implies divine dictation. 

7. Miraculous Nature of Scripture 

Premise: The Bible's miraculous preservation and impact suggest divine origination. 

Argument: The enduring nature and profound impact of the Bible throughout history point to its 
supernatural origin. The Dictation Theory explains this by positing that every word is directly 
from God, ensuring its preservation and power. This divine authorship is seen as the reason the 
Bible has been uniquely influential and transformative across cultures and generations. 

 

Limited Inspiration:  
 
Limited inspiration, sometimes referred to as partial inspiration or the view that the Bible 
contains errors or limitations due to its human authorship, contrasts with more traditional views 
of biblical inspiration like verbal or plenary inspiration. Here are some arguments that support 
the idea of limited inspiration: 

Arguments for the Limited Inspiration of Scripture 

1. Human Authorship and Cultural Context 

Premise: The Bible reflects the cultural and historical contexts of its human authors. 

Argument: The books of the Bible were written by human beings who lived in specific times 
and places, with their own cultural backgrounds, languages, and perspectives. As a result, the 
writings inevitably bear the marks of their human authors. This includes differences in writing 
styles, theological emphases, and even occasional historical inaccuracies or cultural biases. 
Limited inspiration acknowledges that these human elements exist in the Bible and that God 
allowed for them to communicate His message within human limitations. 

2. Literary Genres and Intended Purposes 

Premise: The Bible contains various genres, each with its own literary conventions and 
purposes. 

Argument: Different parts of the Bible serve different purposes: historical narratives, poetry, 
prophecy, letters, and apocalyptic literature, among others. Each genre communicates truth in its 
own way, sometimes using metaphors, symbolism, or rhetorical devices that do not necessarily 
require literal interpretation. Limited inspiration respects the diversity of genres and recognizes 
that not all parts of the Bible are intended to be taken as literal or historically precise. 



3. Evidence of Errors or Contradictions 

Premise: There are apparent discrepancies or contradictions within the text of the Bible. 

Argument: Scholars and critics have identified various passages in the Bible that seem to 
contradict each other or contain historical inaccuracies. For instance, differences in details 
between Gospel accounts of the same events or discrepancies in genealogies are often cited. 
Limited inspiration acknowledges these discrepancies as evidence that the human authors were 
fallible and wrote from their own perspectives, even as they were inspired by God. 

4. Progressive Revelation and Development of Theology 

Premise: The Bible shows a progression in theological understanding and ethical norms over 
time. 

Argument: The revelation of God’s nature and will in Scripture unfolds progressively 
throughout its books. For example, the ethical teachings in the Old Testament differ in some 
respects from those in the New Testament. Limited inspiration recognizes that the understanding 
of God and His purposes developed over centuries, influenced by cultural and historical contexts, 
and that later revelations sometimes refine or correct earlier ones. 

5. Critical Scholarship and Historical Methodology 

Premise: Modern critical scholarship employs rigorous historical and literary methods to study 
the Bible. 

Argument: Scholars using historical-critical methods often identify layers of tradition, editorial 
additions, and historical contexts behind biblical texts. This approach can reveal human 
processes involved in the composition and transmission of biblical writings. Limited inspiration 
accepts the insights of critical scholarship while still affirming the spiritual and theological 
significance of the Bible’s message. 

6. Theological Humility and Openness to Mystery 

Premise: Human understanding of divine mysteries is limited and finite. 

Argument: Limited inspiration reflects a humility about the limitations of human knowledge 
and interpretation of divine revelation. It acknowledges that the Bible, while inspired by God, 
remains a mediated and interpreted text that invites ongoing exploration and interpretation. This 
view encourages openness to diverse perspectives and interpretations within the broader 
Christian community. 

7. Christocentric Hermeneutic 

Premise: Jesus Christ is the ultimate revelation of God. 



Argument: Limited inspiration affirms that Jesus Christ, as the Word made flesh (John 1:14), is 
the fullest expression of God’s revelation to humanity. This perspective interprets the rest of 
Scripture through the lens of Christ’s teachings and life, recognizing that He is the definitive 
interpreter of the Scriptures (Luke 24:27). Limited inspiration therefore prioritizes the Gospels 
and the teachings of Jesus as the primary source of theological authority and guidance. 

 

 

 


